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Holy carp! Another invasive carp threatens to invade U.S.
The Prussian carp has quietly spread through waters of southern Alberta and can easily be
mistaken for a wild goldfish.
Posted on July 15, 2016 by Dan O'Keefe (http://msue.anr.msu.edu/experts/daniel_o_keefe), Michigan
State University Extension, Michigan Sea Grant

A Prussian carp looks like a goldfish but is often silver. The fish is invasive and has found its way to
Canada. Photo: George Chernilevsky  Own work, CC BYSA 3.0

In the Great Lakes region, conservationists and anglers have been keeping close tabs on the
Chicago Area Waterway System for two decades.Two species of Asian carp – silver carp and
bighead carp – have made their way north up the Illinois River and could potentially invade the
Great Lakes by swimming through a series of locks and electrical barriers.
Asian carp have been in North America since the 1970s, and the first step to preventing the spread
of invaders is to stop them from arriving here in the first place. Improved regulation
(/news/the_lacey_act_failed_to_keep_asian_carp_out_can_new_bills_before_congress_d) of live animal imports may
help, but in the meantime new invaders continue to arrive.
The Prussian carp was first discovered in a small lake in Alberta in 2006. Since then it has spread
(http://www.drumhelleronline.com/local/14144invasivefishspeicesfoundindrumhellerareabodiesofwater) to nearly
two dozen southern Alberta waterways and firmly established breeding populations. A recent
study (pdf) reported that the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service considers northern states bordering
Alberta to be at high risk of invasion. Other northern states and southern provinces are a good
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match for the climate preferred by Prussian carp. The Great Lakes region would likely support
breeding populations if Prussian carp were introduced.
Although not closely related to highprofile Asian carp species (silver carp and bighead carp), the
Prussian carp also eats zooplankton. Prussian carp have invaded many water bodies in Europe and
the Middle East, and they have caused damage to other planktoneating fish populations in some
waters.
In appearance, the Prussian carp is very similar to a wild goldfish. In fact, it can be hard to tell them
apart. Although they are classified as different species, Prussian carp and goldfish are in the same
genus and they can cross breed. Prussian carp are smaller than Asian carp, with a maximum weight
of about 11 pounds.
The strange thing about Alberta’s carp invasion is that no one knows quite how it started. The fish
must have been imported into Canada at some point, perhaps along with a shipment of goldfish.
The original fish may have been destined for pet shops or breeding in aquaculture facilities that raise
goldfish and koi.
Aquarium hobbyists should take this as a reminder to never release live fish, plants, or
invertebrates into the wild. In addition to being a problem in their own right, introduced fish can
carry new diseases and parasites that harm native fish.
Michigan Sea Grant (http://www.michiganseagrant.org/) helps to foster economic growth and protect
Michigan’s coastal, Great Lakes resources through education, research and outreach. A
collaborative effort of the University of Michigan and Michigan State University and its MSU
Extension (/), Michigan Sea Grant is part of the NOAANational Sea Grant
(http://seagrant.noaa.gov/) network of 33 universitybased programs.
This article was published by Michigan State University Extension (http://www.msue.msu.edu). For
more information, visit http://www.msue.msu.edu (http://www.msue.msu.edu). To have a digest of
information delivered straight to your email inbox, visit http://www.msue.msu.edu/newsletters
(http://www.msue.msu.edu/newsletters). To contact an expert in your area, visit http://expert.msue.msu.edu
(http://expert.msue.msu.edu), or call 888MSUE4MI (8886783464).

Related Events
2017 Michigan Lake and Stream Leaders Institute

(http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/2017_michigan_lake_and_stream_leaders_institute)

Mar 30, 2017 – Oct 6, 2017 | See below
Dessert with Discussion (http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/dessert_with_discussion)
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Dessert with Discussion (http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/dessert_with_discussion)
Apr 11, 2017 | Kellogg Biological Station, 3700 E. Gull Lake Drive, Hickory Corners, MI 49060
2017 Lake St. Clair Fisheries Workshop

(http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/2017_lake_st._clair_fisheries_workshop)

Apr 13, 2017 | Sportsmen's Direct, 38989 Jefferson Avenue, Harrison Townshp, MI 48045
Michigan Lake and Stream Associations 56th Annual Conference

(http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/michigan_lake_and_stream_associations_56th_annual_conference)

Apr 21, 2017 – Apr 22, 2017 | Crystal Mountain Resort, 12500 Crystal Mountain Dr., Thompsonville,
Michigan 49683
MIYI WFP (http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/miyi_wfp)
May 11, 2017 | Michigan State University

Related Articles
Conference to discuss threats to Michigan inland lakes and streams

(http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/conference_to_discuss_threats_to_michigan_inland_lakes_and_streams)

March 28, 2017 | Bindu Bhakta | Michigan Lake and Stream Associations 2017 conference is to be
held on Earth Day to focus on the significant threats and management of invasive species of
Michigan’s inland lakes and streams.

CISMAs work together to manage invasive species

(http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/cismas_work_together_to_manage_invasive_species_msg17_cronk17)

March 27, 2017 | Kip Cronk | Homeowners can seek help from Michigan’s 17 Cooperative Invasive
Species Management Areas.
Fishing for answers: Here’s how you can help Great Lakes fisheries

(http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/fishing_for_answers_how_you_can_help_great_lakes_fisheries_msg17_okeefe

March 22, 2017 | Dan O'Keefe | Michigan Sea Grant is offering anglers a variety of ways to
contribute information to scientists in 2017.
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Fishery experts to discuss recent findings, management at South Haven Fishery
Workshop

(http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/fishery_experts_to_discuss_recent_findings_at_south_haven_msg17_okeefe1

March 20, 2017 | Dan O'Keefe | 2017 Southern Lake Michigan meeting on April 20 is free, open to
public.

Lake Huron Fisheries Workshops explore lake’s status, health, trends and fishing
opportunities

(http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/lake_huron_fisheries_workshops_explore_lakes_status_msg17_schroeder17

March 14, 2017 | Brandon Schroeder | Registration now open for four free workshops to be held in
April.
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